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Upcoming Deadlines:
●

Intent to Return Form deadline: April 1st by 4:00 pm

●

Yearbook order deadline : April 2nd

IMPORTANT: COVID Instructional Model Update
At the March Pi STEM Board of Directors meeting they voted on a transition
plan to return Pi STEM to a full-day instructional model. Please see the
attached letter ( the last page of this newsletter) from our Chairman of the Board regarding this decision.
In order to adequately plan for any changes to your students mode of transportation that may come from the potential
change in our instructional model, we are asking that every family complete this Busing Survey.
Additionally, all Kindergarten parents need to complete this Full-day Kindergarten Survey.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out!
Busing Survey: https://forms.gle/wGZAW2EzADHikvuM8
Kindergarten Survey: https://forms.gle/ANQX5T1WZPt3TfBR9
We will be publishing FAQs to answer all your questions next week. Please send an email to jhettinger@pistem.org or
comment on the COVID Update post on Class Dojo with any questions or concerns to be answered in the FAQs.

Baby Hersch is here!
Congratulations to Mrs. Hersch on the
arrival of her sweet baby boy
born on Feb. 27th.

Mandy Darrington
Our new long-term substitute
for Mrs. Hersch!
While Mrs. Hersch is at home with
her new bundle of joy, we have brought in
Mandy Darrington as her long-term substitute!
If you need to contact her for anything in regards to
the Art classes, please email mdarrington@pistem.org.

Our Project Expo is now Live!!
The purpose of Project Impact STEM Academy's Project Expo is to share student learning outcomes with our community.
This year, due to COVID, we have been unable to host our traditional Project Expo - STEM Night. So, we have re-tooled and
launched a Virtual Project Expo. The student work in our Project Expo has been curated to provide insight into our school
community's demonstrated resilience in living up to the mission of Project Impact STEM Academy.
Please enjoy viewing the curated collection of student work from the 2020-2021 school year by clicking on the picture
above.

Idaho Child Care Program (ICCP)
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the income limits for the Idaho Child Care Program (ICCP) are increasing. This
allows for more Idaho families to be eligible for ICCP benefits. ICCP provides child care assistance to working families by
paying for a portion of child care. To learn more information and to see if you are eligible,
https://idahostars.org/Families/Financial-Assistance-ICCP

Idaho State Parent Engagement Survey
Enclosed you will find a link to the Idaho State Parent Engagement Survey. This survey is part of the state accountability
system and all schools in the state use the survey to collect feedback from parents on an annual basis. The survey asks for
your input on several topics to help measure how Project Impact STEM Academy is doing in meeting your needs.
Please take a moment to complete the survey. The survey should take 5-10 minutes to complete and your responses are
anonymous. You can submit your survey until March 31, 2021.
Parent survey link
https://eprovesurveys.advanc-ed.org/surveys/#/action/149869/p59887
We will use these survey responses to identify opportunities to maximize satisfaction, engagement, and communication.
Additionally, the state will report the results and the number of responses on Idaho’s new school report card
(https://idahoschools.org/).

If your student(s) have any of the following symptoms, they are not permitted to be on campus.

●

Fever or chills

●

New loss of taste or smell

●

Cough

●

Sore throat

●

Shortness of breath or

●

Congestion or runny nose

difficulty breathing

●

Nausea or vomiting/Stomach

●

Fatigue

●

Muscle or body aches

●

Headache

ache
●

Diarrhea

If your student is absent, please remember to let the school know by either calling the front
office at 208-576-4811 or by sending an email to Molly at mbrashears@pistem.org. Please
remember to provide a reason for their absence.
To ensure we keep our community safe and healthy, it is our policy that anyone displaying a symptom of COVID-19 must do
one of the following;
●

Participate in a 10 day quarantine after completing the Quarantine form by clicking here, and be symptom free.
OR

●

Receive a negative COVID-19 result and be symptom free. There is a St. Al's location that does rapid same day
result tests at Ten Mile and Cherry Lane. Other options include Primary Health offices that provide low cost tests
that take 1-4 days to receive results.
OR

●

Provide a current signed and dated letter from your physician indicating that the current symptoms are directly
related to a chronic condition not related to COVID-19.
Any child that misses a day of school for unknown reasons or for COVID symptoms will participate in a quick re-entry
interview and should go to the office prior to entering their grade level building. Children that have had COVID symptoms
and have not participated in a 10 day quarantine must present their negative test results for re-entry.

We have some PAID positions open!
●
●
●

Office Substitute
Learning Lab Coach
Substitute Teacher

For more information on position details and requirements, please contact Jill
Hettinger, jhettinger@pistem.org

Board Tidbits
We are still looking for an additional board member to join the team! Please email Mr. Peterson at bpeterson@pistem.org
for more information and to apply.
The next regular meeting of the board will be Tuesday, April 6th at 6:30 pm.

PTA News
You are invited to our PTA meeting 6:30 pm Monday, 3/8. If you would like to join us via zoom, send us an email at
ppp@pistem.org

Project Impact STEM Academy’s Mission Statement

Project Impact STEM Academy
Invested in the life-long pursuit of knowledge.

March 3, 2021
Good morning Pi STEM!
In a continued effort to ensure transparency and strong communications with you, I wanted to take just a minute to
share the decision from last night’s board meeting in regard to the school’s instructional model.
On February 15th Central District Health (CDH) first adjusted their school rating for the Kuna area from a red category
to a yellow category. They have maintained that yellow rating since that time. As outlined in our COVID management
plan those decisions by CDH allowed us to move from our red category (3a) to a yellow category (2b) as of February
24th. While the adjustment from 3a to 2b had little impact on the instructional model (we remained in a hybrid
staggered start model), the shift did allow the board to review a transition back to full day instruction (2a) at last night’s
meeting.
Following our COVID management plan, review of the CDH data, and numerous discussions with parents, staff,
students, and our administration, the board voted to transition to the full day instruction model (category 2a) as
follows:
• If the CDH rating remains yellow – the evening of March 8, 2021 – then Pi STEM will begin full day
instruction on March 15, 2021 for all grade levels. If CDH does not and reverts to red on March 8th
we will remain in our current instructional model (hybrid staggered start).
• The full day instruction will include all mandated school safety requirements. Additional measures will
be implemented to maintain the school’s ability to continue providing a safe environment for learning
such as, but not limited to, the wearing of masks, social distancing where appropriate and applicable,
increased cleaning of the facility, and others as presented in the COVID management plan.
Our COVID management plan continues to be the roadmap for our review and decision making and your involvement
in the development of that plan was key. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out!
Sincerely,

Pi STEM Board Chairman
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